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The New development of ACTA and its Future Trend

ZHAN Ying
(Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: In October 2012, Japan became the first and only country which officially
approved ACTA. However, ACTA encountered strong resistance in European Union, so
that European Parliament overruled this agreement in July, 2012. The motive of the
developed countries to impel ACTA is that they are dissatisfied with the recent situation of
IPR protection in the world and are disappointed with IPR multilateral system such as
TRIPS. As a result, the developed countries begin to seek new bargaining tables on IPR,
and the plurilateral agreement represented by ACTA is one of their two great efforts. In
terms of the opponents of ACTA, besides the developing nation as a traditional force, in
the developed countries appears a new force which resists IPR in recent years and has
acted as a key role in the movement of resisting ACTA. The future trend of ACTA will be
determined by benefit gambling and the change of all kinds of strength. In response to
ACTA, China should demonstrate certain flexibility in order to maintain the validity of
multilateral systems and our influence.

Key words: ACTA; development; IPR; trend
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